CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Minutes of Meeting 98-6 
Held 


Friday, September 25, 1998 at 10:00 a.m. in H-760 


Present: Dr. N. Esmail (Chair); Dr. M.O. Ahmad; Ms. B. Berro; Dr. R. Bhat; 
Mr. R. Bimrah; Ms. C. Chan; Dr. B.C. Desai; Ms. L. El-Ayachi; 
Dr. T. Fancott; Dr. W. Ghaly; Dr. J.C. Giguére; Dr. G.J. Gouw; 
Dr. F. Haghighat; Ms. L. Harris; Dr. J. Jans; Dr. K. Khorasani; 
Dr. H-F. Li, Dr. O. Moselhi; Dr. J. Opatrny; Ms. C. Paradisis (Secretary); 
Dr. H.B. Poorooshasb; Dr. A. S. Ramamurthy; Dr. J. Svoboda; 
Mr. B. Torab; Ms. J. Zhou; Dr. R. Zmeureanu. 


Regrets: Dr. V.S. Hoa, Dr. E.I. Plotkin 

Visitors: Dr. M. Elektorowicz 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

Motion The agenda was adopted with modification. Item #7 was moved to 3(a) 


98-06-01 and item #5 was deleted (O. Moselhi, F. Haghighat). 


2. Adoption of Minutes 
Motion The Minutes of Meeting 98-5 (22 May 1998) were unanimously 


98-06-02 adopted (G. J. Gouw, F. Haghighat). 


3s Chair’s Remarks 


Dean Esmail expressed his pleasure at starting his second year at 
Concordia. He stated that he enjoys the cooperation of staff and faculty. A 
lot has been accomplished in the past year making Concordia a leader in 
Information Technology in Quebec when compared to McGill, Laval and 
Ecole Polytechnique. All departments are revising their curriculum to 
introduce as much software literacy as possible. This will solidify 
Concordia as a leading school of engineering in Canada in its adoption of 
the software revolution. Université de Sherbrooke and Université de 
Montréal have contacted our Department of Computer Science for 
information on the Diploma Program. CRIM is following Concordia’s 
lead through its PRISE program, which will attempt to train engineers in 


3(a) 


Motion 
98-06-03 


software. Concordia is well positioned to be one of the leading 
engineering schools in Canada. This is something to be proud of. 


Enrollment in the Faculty has increased by 10%. The major increases 
where in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science however, all 
departments show an increase. This further confirms that Concordia is the 
people’s university. 


The Chair stated that the efforts to put emphasis on teaching are producing 
results. The students have commended the effort of the faculty. Providing 
the highest quality teaching must remain a top priority of the Faculty. 


An Industrial Liaison group has been set up composed of Dr. Esmail, Dr. 
Fancott, Dr. Giguére, Dr. Li and Ms. C. Paradisis. The goal of this group 
is to scan industrial partners for potential long-term relationships with the 
Faculty. Of primary importance to the Faculty is the participation of the 
industrial partners in Curriculum Committees, educational programs and 
research. So far, contacts with CAE, Ericsson and Bombardier are very 
promising. Contacts with Pratt & Whitney and Corel are scheduled. 


The Chair stated that the goal of this committee is to recruit six to eight 
companies which, will be in a closer relationship with Concordia. He 
expects to have industrial partners for all Engineering departments. 


The Chair stated that space planning is continuing. His monthly 
communiqué to the Faculty summarized the situation to date. 


Name — SFB 


Dr. Moselhi gave a brief summary of the discussions within School for 
Building concerning the name change. He presented the Council with the 
resolutions passed by the Departmental Council (Appendix A) which, 
provided the basis for the following motion he presented on behalf of the 
School for Building. 


That the name of the academic unit be changed from “School for 
Building” to “School of Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering” 
(O. Moselhi, R. Zmeureanu). 


Discussion ensued. 


Dr. Ramamurthy suggested that the word School be changed to 
Department. 


Amendment 
Q) 


Dr. Moselhi proposed to summarize the arguments within his department 
for and against the proposed change in name. He stated that those who are 
in favour of keeping the word School in the name believe that this is a 
good vehicle for marketing the programmes. They believe that the word 
School appears bigger than Department and implies the prestige of names 
such as School of Architecture, School of Environment, etc. It was 
assumed that the word School would connote a privileged position within 
the Faculty, which would allow more resources for the development of 
this young academic unit. Those who favour the word Department instead 
of School believe that it is important for the uniformity of structure within 
the Faculty. This builds on the academic tradition of departments. It was 
also believed that the word Department is even bigger than School. 


Dr. Ramamurthy proposed an amendment to the above motion. 


That the word “School” be replaced by the word “Department” so that the 
motion would read as follows: 


That the name of the academic unit be changed from “School for 
Building” to Department of Building, Civil and Environmental 
Engineering” (A. Ramamurthy, G.J. Gouw). 


Discussion on the proposed amendment followed. 


Dr. Fancott stated that the word School indicates a distinctive 
organizational structure. Since no distinctive organizational structure 
exists for the School for Building, the word Department is appropriate. 


Dr. Bhat concurred with Dr. Fancott statement. 


Dr. Opatrny stated that the Department of Computer Science went through 
a similar discussion in relation to the use of the word School but it was felt 
that for the sake of uniformity the word Department was appropriate. 


Dr. Moselhi stated that all the opinions expressed are in good faith. He 
reminded everyone that this is a young academic unit and unanimity and 
transparency are desirable in relation to any decision taken. 


Dr. Giguére stated that the use of the word School was initially a 
marketing tool to attract students who would be drawn to Architecture. 
However, the situation is now different. The unit now offers Civil 
Engineering and is considering offering Environmental Engineering. As 
such the use of the word Department is now appropriate. 


Dr. Bhat felt that as time passes and as situations change the uniqueness of 
the name dims and the reasons why the name was chosen becomes 


Amendment 
(2) 


forgotten. He felt that for the sake of historical continuity and uniformity, 
the word Department is a much better choice. 


Dr. Svoboda remembered that the Faculty Council approved the name 
School for Building provided that the structure would be the same as the 
other departments. Since this is the case, he feels that the name should 
reflect this and that the word Department be used. 


Vote: 14 favour; 3 opposed; 4 recorded abstentions 
Amendment (1): Carried 


Dr. Gouw stated that he believes that it is premature to include the word 
Environmental in the name as there is no program in Environmental 
Engineering just an option in Civil Engineering. 


Dr. Gouw proposed the following amendment: 


That the word Environmental be removed from the proposed name of 
“Department of Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering”. 
(G.J. Gouw, R. Bhat). 


Discussion on amendment 2. 


Dr. Ramamurthy stated that Environmental Engineering is an important 
component of Civil Engineering and that it is an extremely important field 
bridging Civil Engineering and School for Building. He feels that it is 
appropriate to keep the word Environmental in the name. 


Dr. Moselhi gave a brief background. He stated that Environmental 
Engineering has priority in the School for Building. It fills a vacuum in 
Environmental Studies. It is attracting substantial research grants from 
CFI and EJLB. He said that Environmental Studies is the synergy, which 
binds CBS and Civil Engineering. Dr. Moselhi stated that the department 
is poised to build on and expand this program. It is important to have the 
Faculty’s support. He stated that keeping the word Environmental is 
essential to this. 


Dr. Li stated that the change of name must envision the present and the 
future needs of the department. Since Environmental Engineering is a key 
program of the department, he was in agreement that the word Environ- 
mental be retained in the name. 


Dr. Bhat was of the opinion that names of departments are changed to 
reflect their programs. Since the Environmental Engineering program is 
not yet in place, the word Environmental should not be included in the 
name presently. This could also be done in the future. 


Amendment 
@) 


Vote: 2 in favour; 19 opposed 
Amendment (2) : Defeated 


Dr. Ramamurthy proposed the following amendment. 
That the proposed name be amended to read as “Department 
of Civil, Building and Environmental Engineering” (A. Ramamurthy, 


M.O. Ahmad). 


Vote: 1 in favour; 
Amendment (3): Defeated 


Vote on motion 98-06-03: 19 in favour; 1 opposed; 1 recorded 
abstention. 


CLOSED SESSION 


OPEN SESSION 


Undergraduate Curriculum Changes 


(Item deleted from the Agenda) 


wy 


Motion 
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Motion 
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Graduate Curriculum Changes 


In introducing the changes, Dr. R. Bhat pointed out that there was no 
resource implications with the proposed changes as the new courses were 
replacing deleted courses. 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
adopt the proposed changes in Mechanical Engineering as outlined in 
ECFC Doc. 98-6-2 and recommend them further to the School of Graduate 
Studies and Senate for approval and implementation. (R. Bhat, 

G. J Gouw) 


Discussion ensued. 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
adopt the proposed curriculum changes in School for Building as outlined 
in ECFC Doc. 98-6-3 and recommend them further to the School of 
Graduate Studies for approval and implementation. (R. Bhat, 

F. Haghighat) 


Discussion ensued. 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
adopt the proposed curriculum changes in the Graduate Certificate 
Program of the School for Building as outlined in ECFC Doc. 98-6-4 and 
recommend them further to the School of Graduate Studies for approval 
and implementation. (R. Bhat, H.-F. Li) 


Discussion ensued. 
Vote: Carried unanimously 


Name—- SFB 
(Item moved to 3a) 


Replacement Appointments to Senate Standing Committee 


The Secretary informed the Council that the following faculty members 
have been contacted by the Office of the Dean and have agreed to serve on 
the following committees for one more term: 


Motion 
98-06-09 


9. 


Motion 
98-06-10 


Motion 
98-06-11 


10. 


11. 


Minutes98-06/mep 


Academic Planning and Priorities - Dr. Suong Hoa 
Academic Programs Committee- Dr. Jaroslav Svoboda 
Academic Services - Prof. Bernice Goldsmith 
Computer Resources- Dr. K. Demirli, Dr. B.C. Desai 
Research - Dr. Fariborz Haghighat 


That the Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
approve the membership to the Senate Standing Committees as listed 
above. (G.J. Gouw, T. Fancott) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Faculty Elections Committee 


That Drs. A.M. Hanna, J.W. Atwood, S. Amiouny be confirmed by the 
Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science as regular 
members of the Faculty Elections Committee for 1998-99. (G.J. Gouw, 
T. Fancott) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


That Drs. F. Khendek and M. Zaheeruddin be confirmed by the Council of 
the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science as alternate members of 
the Faculty Elections Committee for 1998-99. (G. J. Gouw, C. Giguére) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Other Business 


Dr. Jans reminded the Council that the School of Graduate Studies would 
be hosting the University Research Fellows Awards on the evening of 
November 12" and November 19". Dr. CY. Suen will be giving a 
presentation on November 12". 


Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 


